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POOR-LAW UNION SURGEONS.z v 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;Having read with pleasure your remarks on the pro-

ceedings of the medical men of Halifax, I think, with you,
could every poor-law medical officer be roused to emulate
theL’ spirited remonstrance, no doubt their thraldom would
soon cease, and instead of being abject slaves to the system at

present in vogue, they would become free labourers in an
honourable cuihng. But alas! Sir, the great majority of us
are at the mercy of the guardians nearly as much as the
paupers. The former, by their acts, say to us, " Unless you
attend our poor for little or nothing, we will starve you out
by bringing one or more rivals to your private practice;" and
the hideous prospect of penury, want, and embarrassment,
compels us to succumb to the ukase, "Serve us at our own
price, or starve." How can you expect that such bodies can
do tardy justice, however strong our remonstrances may be?
No, Sir, the remedy can only come from a just and impartial
parliament, addressed in brilliant and impressive :vords of
truth by such men as yourself. From our country senate let
there come forth a mandate, that justice shall at length be
given to us; let a fixed and liberal salary be- paid by theGovernment, (without the interference of guardians,) accord-
ing to tlie distance and number of our patients; let our station
in society, and our income, be placed on a par with the parish
clergyman’s, as it should be, from our equal education; and
instead of being talked of in terms of disparagement as the
"parish doctor," each of us will be treated with the respect
due to his acquirements and profession-each of us will then
have an inducement, from a feeling of security of worldly
means, and content of mind, to record more minutely the pro-
gress of each case, symptoms, and treatment; and thus an im-
mense mass of medical experience will be gathered in, instead
of the meagre columns compelled by the poor-law commis-
sioners ; medical practice would be improved, and, above all, the
poor promptly, fully, and ungrudgingly attended.-I have the
honour to be, Sir, yours obediently,

ONE OF THE OPPRESSED POOR-LAW UNION SURGEONS.
August, 1847. -

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;Having read with pleasure the true statements of the

hard-worked and ill-paid Union surgeon," I would suggest
that our metropolitan brethren should take the lead on this
occasion; that some one of their body holding a. Union should
call a meeting, to be held at any public room in London,
(perhaps the Lord Mayor would grant Guildhall.) I am sure
that if such meeting were advertized in THE LANCET, and one
or two of the weekly papers, it would be attended, not only by
the London Union surgeons, but also by the provincial ones,
in hundreds. At the meeting, a committee might be formed
to agitate our wrongs, or a deputation might be sent to the
Ministry, and, I trust, at the head of such deputation might
be placed one of the numerous dignitaries of our profession,
who have been enriched by our lecture fees, as well as by our i
honest testimony to their worth in after-life. I trust, that on
the occasion of our just complaint, they will not be found want-
ing to aid our application, but would lead us on in our conflict
with the " monster injustice to the medical profession." Let
"Now or never!" be the watch-word; public opinion will help
us; and then we shall have no longer occasion to sign ourselves

THE HARD-WORKED AND NOT-PAID-
Norwich, Aug. 1847. AT-ALL UNION SURGEON.

LIFE ASSURANCE.&mdash;FEES TO MEDICAL MEN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. ,

SiR,&mdash;As there are some interested members of our own
profession who shape their opinions to the interests, or rather
the views, of their patrons, the directors of assurance com-
panies, and maintain that the assured, and not the companies,
are the parties benefited by the information received from
medical referees, will you permit me, through the medium of
TaE LANCET, to state a case which recently occurred in my
own practice, and ask those reasoning gentlemen which party
would have been benefited by my giving the information re-
quired ?

During the present year, I received the usual letter from
the secretary of the - Assurance Company, requesting
strictly confidential information respecting the health &c. of
Mr. -; and very important such information would have
been to the Company, for this Mr. - had, a very short time

before, been under my care for repeated and dangerous
attacks of haematemesis; and his life being a very ineligible
one for assuring, I was surprised to find he contemplated
doing so. However, I wrote to the secretary, stating, that
upon receipt of a fee I should give all the information 1 knew
respecting the health &c. of Mr. -. To this I received no
answer; but I met Mr. - a short time afterwards, and was
astonished to find that he had effected the assurance, the
Company’s medical man having reported favourably of him.
He (Mr. -) told me he had taken no notice of the vomiting
of blood; how he filled up the paper usually addressed to pro-
posed assurers was no business of mine to inquire: but wile-
ther my information would have been worth a fee to the
Assurance Company, is evident enough to
London, July, 1847. COMMON SENSE.
r.S.&mdash;I enclose my name and address, and also that of the

Assurance Company.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SupGEOxs.&mdash;The following gentlemen,

having undergone the necessary examinations for the diploma
of this College, were admitted members on Friday, the 6th
instant-viz., Messrs. Abraham Jubb, Halifax, Yorkshire;
James Ralph, Bethnal-green ; Walter Thompson, Addison-
road North, Notting-hill ; William David Wilkes, Salisbury;
Richard Eliot West, Camelford, Cornwall; John Ingman,
Treddyn, Flintshire; John Willan, hirlsby Lonsdale, West-
moreland; John Craven Nicholls, London; John McCance
Blizard, Belfast, Ireland; David De Lacy Ryan, Ennis, co.
Clare; and John Frederick Knipe, Stilorgan, near Dublin.
-The following gentlemen were admitted on Monday, the
9th instant-viz., Messrs. Henry James Wordsworth Welch,
Dalston; William Archdekin Duncan, Kilkenny; Charles
Gage Brown, Portsmouth Dock-yard ; Charles Thompson,
Salisbury; George Hother, Lewes, Sussex; Robert Charles
Scott, Plymouth; David William Williams, Kirnant, Mont-
gomeryshire; Thomas Pretious Heslop, Dublin; Samuel James
Augustus Salter, Poole, Dorset; and William Watkin Ed-
wards, Brecon.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The following gentlemen,

having previously undergone the necessary examinations for
the Fellowship before the Court of Examiners, were admitted
yesterday afternoon, by the Council, Fellows of the Institu-
tion, in pursuance of the charter recently granted to the
College - viz., Messrs. Robert Woollaston, Conduit-street
West, Hyde-park; William Henry Smith, Fontl1ill-place,
Clapham-road; James Williams, Dalston-terrace, Dalston;
Bernard Wight Holt, Abingdon-street, Westminster, As-
sistant-surgeon to the Westminster Hospital; Alfred Poland,
Cloak-lane, City; William Fisher, Kendal; and Athol Archi-
bald Wood Johnson, Suffolk-place, Pall-mall East.
NEW FELLOWS.&mdash;At. the recent examination for the Fellow-

ship of the College of Surgeons, we understand that nine gen-
tlemen presented themselves, of which number, seven were
admitted. They were all members of the College, with the
exception of the last on the list given above.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen who passed

their examination in the science and practice of medicine,
and received certificates to practise, on Thursday, August
5t.h, 1847:&mdash;George Winter Rhodes, Huddersneld; Jabez
Harwood, Sheffield ; Edward Nason, Nuneaton, Warwick-
shire ; John Edward Ellerton, Aberford, Yorkshire ; John
Waddington Hubbard, Leicester; Walter Dowley Eddowes,
Loughborough; William Daniell Michell, Truro, Cornwall;
Henry Axford Mantell, Farringdon, Berks.
BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL.&mdash;Mr. Holmes Coote, Surgeon to the

North London Ophthalmic Hospital, has just been appointed
Assistant-Surgeon to this Institution, in the vacancy occa-
sioned by the resignation of Mr. J. F. Crookes.
ETHER IN MANIA.-In the licensed lunatic wards of the St.

-Niarylebone Infirmary, Dr. Boyd has tried the inhalation of
sulphuric ether in four cases, one chronic and three acute, of
violent mania, amongst females, with excellent effect, and
without any unfavourable results. The tranquillizing effect
was produced at various intervals of from two to ten minutes:
at a time, too, when the patients were unusually violent. All
of them appeared to become intoxicated. Before this effect
was fully produced, their anger in every instance seemed
turned to joy-a soporific effect was the utmost that was pro-
duced in any case. The patient in whom it was administered


